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GIME -

Sveiki gyvi!

Sj savo pasveikinimg siunciu is Lietuvos,
sédédamas autobuse Kaunas-Siauliai. Turiu
pusantros valandos laiko, taigi nutariau bent
jau pradeti darbus, kurie susikaupé atostogy
metu. Atostogos Lietuvoje jau eina j pabaigg.
Galiu pasakyti, jog per $j ménesj Lietuvoje
jvyko daug svarbiy renginiy. Kai kuriose is
jy ir man buvo didelis dziaugsmas ir garbé
sudalyvauti.

Vyko istoriné Dainy ir Sokiy sventé Vilniuje,
kurig stebejau tik per televizijg. Nuostabus
renginys! Man labai jstrigo Sventés metu
iSgirsta mintis, jog daina ir Sokis tiek
lietuviams Lietuvoje, tiek uz jos riby turéjo
milziniskg jtaka ir lietuviskos kultiiros
iSsaugojimui, ir netgi nepriklausomybés
atgavimui. Daug démesio buvo skirta
Lietuvos vardo paminéjimo tikstantmeciui.

Klaipédoje buvo sutikta aplink pasaulj
plaukiusi jachta su lietuviska jgula. Deja,
Sio jvykio neteko stebéti nei savo akimis, nei
televizoriaus ekrane. Girdéjau, jog taip pat
buvo nuostabi Svente.

Zinau, kad prie Latviy Kultiros Centro
buvote susirinke giedoti himno ir tuo
prisijungéte prie viso pasaulio lietuviy.
Saunuoliai visi, kurie atéjote! Na, o tie,
kurie neprisijungéte prie Sio pasaulinio
renginio, kaip visad, belieka tik gailétis...
Si akcija galéjo prilygti tik ., Baltijos keliui',
kai lietuviai, latviai ir estai 1990 metais
susikibe rankomis apjuosé miisy laisveés
siekiancias maZas Salis ranky grandine, taip
parodydamos visam pasauliui, jog norime
gyventi laisvai, iSsaugoti savo kalbg ir
kultiirg, pabrézdamos savo vienybé ir jégg.
Nukelta j 2 psl
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NORIME IR BUTI!

Greetings, everyone!

I am writing this greeting in Lithuania, sitting
on the Kaunas-Siauliai bus. I have an hour
and a half, so I decided to at least start working
on some of the tasks that have accumulated
during my vacation. My vacation in Lithuania
is coming to an end. I can say that during this
month there were many important events in
Lithuania. In several cases it was a joy and an
honor for me to participate.

An historic Song and Dance Festival took place
in Vilnius which I saw only on television. An
amazing event indeed! One thought that had
been heard during the festival really struck

a chord with me: that songs and dances had

a tremendous influence for Lithuanians in
Lithuania as well as abroad in the preservation
of Lithuanian culture and even regaining
independence. There was a great deal of
attention directed to the millennium of
Lithuania’s name being mentioned.

A yacht with a Lithuanian crew that had sailed
around the world was greeted in Klaipéda.
Unfortunately, I was unable to witness this
event either with my own eyes or on television.
I heard it was a wonderful event.

I know that you had gathered at the Latvian
Cultural Center to sing the anthem and join
your voices with Lithuanians around the world.
Kudos to those of you who came! And to those
of you who didn’t, as always, we can only feel
sorry. This action can compare only with the
“Baltic Road” when in 1990 Lithuanians,
Latvians and Estonians joined hands and
surrounded their freedom-seeking nations with
a human chain, showing the whole world that
we want to live freely, to preserve our language

Continued on page 2



PIRMININKO ZODISs atkelta nuo 1 pusl.
AS$ himng i visos gerklés traukiau Marijampojéje, siaurame
giminés rate.

Taip pat man teko dalyvauti XIII-jame Pasaulio Lietuviy
Bendruomenés (PLB) seimo suvaZiavime. Tris dienas sédéjau
seimo sesijose, dalyvavau diskusijose ir rezoliucijy, bei naujos
valdybos rinkimuose. Nors saléje sédéjo ir daug jauny veidy,
taciau noriu pastebéti, jog PLB valdyboje dideliy pokyciy
nesulaukiau... Nors pati PLB gerokai pakito: prie uZsienyje
gyvenanciy lietuviy prisijungé ir Ryty Europoje gyvenancios

ir vis dar besikuriancios naujos Lietuviy bendruomenés. Apie
PLB Seimo suvaziavimg parasysiu, kai skrisiu namo i§ Europos j
Amerikos Zemyng - tada bus daugiau laiko.

Taip pat, tuoj po Dainy Sventés Vilniuje vyko Pasaulio Lietuviy
Sportinés Zaidynés. Gaila, kad mes dar ligi Siol vis niekaip
nesugebame suburti Colorado sportininky ir nusiysti savo
atstovy j bent jau Jungtinése Valstijose vykstancias krepsinio,
futbolo ar lengvaatleciy varZybas. Kitose JAV LB sportiniai
renginiai yra labiausiai lankomas lietviy renginys, ypac
jaunimo. Nieko - pasitaisysime!

Siemet Lietuvoje j studenty darbo ir stazavimosi stovyklg
atvyko daug grazaus jaunimélio. Kadangi j §j projektas nemaZai
kainuoja, tad vietos buvo ribotos. Nuo JAV LB pirmininko
gavau barti, kad vienas jaunuolis is Colorado paskutiniu
momentu nusprendé j Sig stovyklg nevaziuoti. Taigi, prapuolé
vieta, tas, kas rimtai noréjo nuvaziuoti j Lietuvg liko ,,uz

borto’; o ir sponsoriy pinigai nuplauke... Noréciau, kad
isipareigojimus biity atsiZvelgiama daug rimciau.

Na ir dar... Lietuvoje sudalyvavau trejuose koncertuose:
devintajame bardy (dainuojamosios poezijos) festivalyje,
Lietuvos Country klubo (LCC) vasaros sgskrydyje prie Dubysos
(»2Bysa 2009”) ir Lazdijy ,, Muzikanty sqskrydzyje®. Visur man
sekési labai gerai. Visi Lietuvos Zmonés mane priémé Siltai ir
nuoSirdziai. | namus parsivezu daug neisdildomy jspudziy,
kuriais pasidalinsiu véliau.

Iki greito pasimatymo!

— Romas Zableckas

Sveikiname miisy jaunima

Mindaugas Sanko kvalifikavo valstybés plaukimo varzyboms ir
laiméjo 17-3 vieta.

Sam Stein buvo apdovanotas vieta valstybinés,Lacrosse” antroje
komandoje.

Analise Stein buvo garbingai paminéta savo konferencijos
,Lacrosse” komandai.

Urté Zableckaité baige Denverio Universitetg BS laipsniu
biologijoje.

Sveikiname gimnazijg baigusius Mindauga Sanko ir Toma
Bal¢iana.

Miglé Prekeryté priimta j Arapahoe Philharmonic Jaunimo
Orkestra.

Teodoras Cariov sékmingai baigé antrg skyriy ir nuo rudens
keliaus j naujg mokyklg - High Peaks Boulderyje.

Sia Cariov mokosi lietuviskus eilerastukus namie.
Jeigu turite Ziniy apie savo vaikus, butinai pasidalinkite su
mumis visais!
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PRESIDENT’S LETTER continued from page 1

and culture, emphasizing our unity and strength. I belted out the
anthem at the top of my voice in Marijampole, in a narrow circle
of relatives.

I also took part in the Thirteenth Lithuanian World Community
directors’ convention. For three days I sat at their sessions, taking
part in discussions and resolutions as well as elections for the
new board. Although there were many young faces in the hall,

it should be pointed out that there were no major changes in

the board itself. However, the LWC itself changed a lot: newly
established Lithuanian Communities in Eastern European
countries joined other Lithuanians living abroad. More details on
the convention itself will follow.

In addition, immediately after the Song and Dance Festival, the
World Lithuanian Sporting Games were held in Vilnius. It’s a
shame that up until now we haven't been able to put together

a Colorado team and at least send them to basketball, football
or track-and-field events in the U.S. Sporting events in other
U.S. Lithuanian communities are the most attended Lithuanian
events, especially by young people. It's OK - we’ll make amends!

This year many splendid youth attended a work and experience
camp in Lithuania. Since this project isn’t cheap, space was
limited. I got an earful from the chairman of the LAC that an
individual from Colorado decided at the last minute not to
attend this camp. And so a spot disappeared, someone who
seriously wanted to go to Lithuania was left “out in the cold”
and the sponsors’ money was cast adrift. I would like to see
commitments being taken into account much more seriously.

On top of all that, I managed to attend three concerts in
Lithuania: the ninth bard (singing poetry) festival, the
Lithuanian Country Clubs (LCC) annual summer rally by the
Dubysa river (“2Bysa 2009”) and the “Musicians’ Rally” in
Lazdijai. I had great success everywhere. Everyone in Lithuania
accepted me warmly and cordially. I am bringing home many
indelible impressions that I will share with you later.

See you soon! — Romas Zableckas

Congratulations to our Youth

Mindaugas Sanko qualified for and finished 17th in state
swimming finals.

Sam Stein received All State 2nd team honors for Lacrosse.
Analise Stein received All Conference Honorable Mention for
Lacrosse.

Urté Zableckaité received her BS in Biology from the University
of Denver.

Congratulations to high school graduates Mindaugas Sanko
and Tomas Balcitnas

Miglé Prekeryté has been accepted into Arapahoe
Philharmonic Youth Orchestra.

Teodoras Cariov successfully completed second grade and this
fall will be attending a new school - High Peaks in Boulder.

Sia Cariov is learning Lithuanian poems at home.

If you have any news about your children, by all means share it
with all of us!



‘Past ‘Events

Praéjusieji Ivykiai

Mokslo mety pabaiga

ietuviy ,Vyturéliy” mokyklos

mokytojai, mokiniai ir téveliai
puikiai praleido laika Denverio
Akvariume mokslo mety uzdarymo
proga. Visy mokiniy vardu
norétumém padékoti Bruce Zuccaro
uz leidima ,,Vyturélio” mokyklos
vaikuciams gérétis vandens gerybémis [
nemokomai. Aia!

Per praéjusius metus jaunieji
~Vyturéliai” mokeési dainuoti, Sokti,
skaityti lietuviskai ir taip pat nepamirso lietuviy kalbos
gramatikos. Tac¢iau, didZiausig jtakq padaré tai, kad mazieji
lietuviukai susiburdavo tre¢iadieniais bibliotekoje ir, nors
bidami toli nuo gimtosios téviskés, bendraudavo lietuviskai.
Teéveliai tikrai gali didziuotis savo lietuvi§komis atzalomis.
Visi mokytojai dékoja téveliams ir vaikuciams uz paaukota
laikg ir uz pasiryzima puoseléti lietuviskuma.

Laukiame visy sugrjztant naujiesiems mokslo metams.
Pamokos prasidés rugséjo 9-3ja dieng, treciadienj, 18 val.,
Smoky Hill bibliotekoje

—Grazina Lierman

Joninés Kalnuose - su lietumi, bet Siltu ir
nuosirdziu bendravimu

Birielio 20 dieng Grand County gyvenatys lietuviai
pakvieté Denverio ir jo apylinkiy lietuvius j ilgiausios
dienos ir trumpiausios nakties - Joniniy paminéjimo $vente.
Nors oras nebuvo ypatingai vasarigkas, sulaukéme daug
sveiy. Sventés organizatoriai, miisy vyrai Kestas Klisauskas,
Edvardas Marcinkevicius , Adolius DZiaugys ir ypatingai
musy vietoveés siela - Gintautas Sutkus, padaré viska, kas
tokiai Sventei reikalinga. Partipino malkuy, stalus, pastogines,
jau pries keleta dieny “uzémé” vietas ir pastaté keleta
palapiniy, patikrino ar kimba zuvys eZere.

Taigi, nuostabioje vietoje, kuri vadinasi “Meadow Creek
Reservoir,“ kur ledinio $altumo ir ypatingo skaidrumo ezero
pakranté, suteiké mums prieglobstj, jau po piety pradéjo
rinktis sveciai. Palapiniy miestelis vis augo ir augo. Buvo labai
malonu, kad, neissigande ateinancio lietaus lietuviai, gerai
nusiteike, rengé poilsiaviete.

Sventés pradzioje — neoficialus kalny lietuviy
bendruomenés vadovas ir energingas susibarimu
organizatorius Gintautas pasveikino visus atvykusius,
palinkéjo gero vakaro, o jo Zmona Asta trumpai
supazindino su Joniniy arba dar kitaip vadinamu Rasy
nakties stebuklingomis galiomis ir papro¢iais. Nors pliaupé

Nukelta j 4 psl

End of the School Year

he teachers, students and

parents of the Lithuanian
“Vyturéliai” school celebrated
the end of the school year having
a splendid time at the Denver
Aquarium. On behalf of all the
students, we would like to thank
Bruce Zuccaro for allowing the
“Vyturéliai” school children to
admire the wonders of the deep free
of charge. Thank you!

During the past year, the students learned to sing, dance
and read Lithuanian and at the same time didn’t forget
Lithuanian grammar. However, the greatest influence was the
fact that these little Lithuanians met on Wednesdays at the
library and socialized in Lithuanian even though they were
far from their native land. Their parents can be truly proud
of their Lithuanian offspring. All the teachers would like to
thank the parents and students for their time and their firm
resolution to foster Lithuanianism.

We look forward to seeing everyone this coming school
year. Classes will begin on Wednesday, September 9 at 6:00
PM.,, at the Smoky Hill Library

—Grazina Lierman

St. Johns in the Mountains -
with rain, but warm and cordial mingling

On June 20th, the Lithuanian residents of Grand County
invited their counterparts from the Denver area to
celebrate the longest day and shortest night of the year -

the feast of St. Johns. Although the weather wasn’t exactly
summer-like, there were many guests. The organizers of
this festival - Kestas KliSauskas, Edvardas Marcinkevicius,
Adolius Dziaugys and especially the soul of our community,
Gintautas Sutkus, took care of everything that was needed.
They provided firewood, tables, shelters, a few days earlier
they “reserved” spots and pitched a few tents, checked to see if
the fish in the lake were biting.

And so, at the shoreline of this marvelous location known
as Meadow Creek Reservoir, with its ice cold and crystal clear
water, the guests began arriving after noon. A city of tents
grew and grew. It was very pleasant that these Lithuanians,
unafraid of approaching rain, were in the right mood as they
erected a campsite.

At the start of the festival - the unofficial chairman of
the mountain community and energetic organizer of this
gathering, Gintautas, warmly welcomed everyone, wishing
a pleasant evening while his wife, Asta, briefly familiarized

Continued on page 4
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‘Past ‘Events

Praéjusieji Ivykiai

lietus, jsitaise po
iStemptu brezentu,
“kalnieciai” ir sveciai
mielai pasiklausé
naujy ir negirdéty
dalyky apie Sios
§ventés ypatumus.

Ruosiantis
Sventei, vyrai
pasiripino
malkomis, 0
moterys — gélémis
ir vainikais. Sventés simbolis- lauko géliy puoksté, vadinama
Kupole, papuosé stalg. Géliy vainikais buvo padabinti du
Jonai, vienas Jonukas i§ Denverio ir musy Rasa.

Ta patj vakara su gimtadieniais pasveikinom Kolorado
Lietuviy Bendruomenés pirmininkg Romg Zableckg ir
valdybos narj, atstovaujantj jaunimui Simong Lukosiy.

Lietuviai visada mégo ir vis dar mégsta dainuoti. Sventei
ipuséjus, net trys gitaros “sukvieté” Sventés dalyvius ar¢iau
lauzo. Romas Zableckas, Narimatas Gruzdys ir Laisvydas
Kisielius energingai uztrauke lietuviska daing. Dainavo ir
lingavo visi susirinkusieji.

Neoficialiais paskaic¢iavimais Sventéje dalyvavo ne maziau
kaip 100 lietuviy, neskai¢iuojant mazyjy lietuvaiciy.

Norime padékoti visiems organizatoriams, kurie puikiai
padirbéjo tiek organizauojant $vente, tiek organizuojant
tvarka, $ventei pasibaigus. Taip pat padékoti ir dalyviams,
kurie atvyko, kartu kureno lauzus, dainavo ir $oko.

Sventé pavyko. Galim pasidziaugti, kad ne veltui buvo
organizuota, labai tikimés, kad kituose susitikimuose
dalyvaus dar daugiau tautieciy ir lietuviSka daina niekada
nenustos skambéti.

—Loreta DZiaugiené

Joniniy Naktis

lausémeés kaip Sokinéjo dainy zodziai ir muzikos akordai

lygiu ezero pavir$iumi, akomponuojami $ilto vasarisko
lietaus. Stebéjome kaip kilo ir skrido tolyn kiaurai permirke,
vos atkeliami stipriy kalny aido ranky. Dazdami j uolingas
sienas dalinosi, dauginosi ir grizdami atgalios su véjo
pliipsniu, maloniai supo mus j sodry sutemy $yda, nusviesta
Joniniy lauzo ugnies.

Tie, kurie neatvyko j $vente, liko sausi, neperslape savo
jaukiy namy prieglobstyje. Tac¢iau jie prarado tai, ko savo
saugioje giizteléje niekad nesurasi. Jie atsisaké galimybés
pasigeréti lietuviskomis dainomis, kurios lyg jaunos

Nukelta j 5 psl

everyone with the miraculous powers
and customs of St Johns or Dew Night,
as it is otherwise known as. Although the
rain was pouring, the “mountaineers”
and guests alike cheerily listened to new
and previously unheard things about this
festival’s peculiarities under a stretched
tarpaulin.

While preparing for this festival, the
men took care of the firewood while the
ladies handled the flowers and wreaths.
The festival’s symbol, a bunch of wild
flowers known as a “Kupolé” decorated one of the tables.
Wreaths were presented to two Johns, one little John from
Denver and our Rasa.

That same evening, we wished a happy birthday to
the president of the Colorado Chapter of the Lithuanian-
American Community, Romas Zableckas, as well as Simonas
Lukosius, board member in charge of youth affairs.

Lithuanians have always loved and still love to sing. Once
the festival was in full swing, three guitars “invited” everyone
closer to the bonfire. Romas Zableckas, Narimantas Gruzdys
and Laisvydas Kisielius energetically led everyone in song.
Everyone sang and swayed.

An unofficial head count put the attendance at the festival
at no less than 100 Lithuanians, not counting little ones.

We would like to thank all of the organizers who
worked splendidly in putting the festival together as well as
maintaining order once the festivities were over. Thanks also
to the participants who came, burned bonfires, danced and
sang together.

The festival was a success. We can be pleased that our
efforts weren't for naught and hope that more people will turn
out at other events and that Lithuanian songs will never cease.

— Loreta DZiaugiené

St. Johns Night

We listened as the lyrics and chords of our songs pranced
along the smooth surface of the lake, accompanied by
warm summer rain. We watched as they rose and flew on,
soaked to the core, scarcely bringing together the strong hands
of mountain echoes. As they crashed into rocky walls, they
parted, multiplied and came back with the wind in a flash,
pleasantly rocking us into a lush veil of nightfall, illuminated
by the flames of the St. Johns campfire.

Those who didn't come to this festival remained dry,
not drenched in the shelter of their cozy homes. However,

Continued on page 5



Cigonaités, suviliotos lengvabudziy gitary snabzdésio, jkaité ir
Zaismingos raitési it dimas aplink lauzg. Jie taip pat praleido
susitikimg su senoliais, kuris jmanomas per kartg i§ kartos
saugomas tradicijas. O kur dar aplink besiliejantys pokalbiai,
vaiky krykstavimas nubégantis $lapia samana ir besislépiantis
uZ paezerés medziy.

Po atviru birzelio dangumi, stipriai susikibe uz ranku
sukomés ratu apie lauzg tol, kol émé suktis galvos, lietis vaizdai,
slysti Zemé i$ po kojy, kol vél virtome gamtos dalimi, vienu
kanu, pasauliu besisukanciu apie savo a$j.

— Ausma Skublickiené

Himno giedojimas

Tegul supyksta, kas nezino,
Kalba senoji kaip miela,

Kuria mus ,,téve mas” mokino
Tétuzis miels ir motina.

Lietuvninkai mes esam gime,
Lietuvninkai mes norim bit;
Ta garbe gavome uzgime,
Ta ir nenorim leist praziit.

Kolorado Lietuviy Bendruomenés zmoneés, liepos 5 dieng
12 val.(Denverio laiku), rinkosi prie Latviy Kultaros Centro.
Visi kurie noréjo ir galéjo atvykti, kartu su viso pasaulio
lietuviais paminéjome Lietuvos Tukstantmecio dieng.

Zmoniy birelis buvo nemenkas ir visi Lietuvos himna
giedojo is visos Sirdies. Po giedojomo visi jsiamzino bendroje
nuotraukoje, o kas dar noréjo ir $eimomis prie Lietuvos
trispalveés veliavos. Po foto sesijos smagiai bendravom,
uzkandziavom atsine$tu maistu ir puikiai praleidom laikg
gamtoje.

Dékojame visiems tautie¢iams kartu giedojusiems ir kartu
praleidusiems laika.

— Ausra Anceraviciuteé

they lost something that they won't find in their snug little
abode. They declined the opportunity to enjoy Lithuanian
songs which, like young gypsies enticed by gentle strumming
of guitars, incandesced and playfully meandered like smoke
around a campfire. They also missed out on meeting the

older clan, made possible by preserving traditions from one
generation to the next. And where conversations intermingled
with children’s shouts of joy running down slippery moss and
hiding behind lakeside trees.

Underneath an open June sky, our hands clasped tightly
together, we danced in a circle around the campfire until we
became dizzy, images ran together, the ground slipped out
from under our feet, until we became part of nature, one body,
one world as it rotated on its axis. — Ausma Skublickiené

Singing of the Anthem

May he, who doesn't know, get mad
An old language how dear

Which “our fathers® taught

Dear Father and Mother

Lithuanians we are born,
Lithuanians we want to be

We received that honor by birth
That we don't want to allow to perish

On July 5, members of the Colorado Chapter of the
LAC gathered at noon (Denver time) at the Latvian Cultural
Center. Everyone who was willing and able to come,
celebrated Lithuania’s Millenium along with Lithuanians all
over the world.

The turnout was good and everyone sang the Lithuanian
anthem with all their hearts. After singing, everyone was
immortalized in a group photo, and those who wished did
so by the Lithuanian tricolor flag. After the photo session,
everyone socialized, feasted on the food they had brought and
had a wonderful time in the great outdoors. Thanks to all of
our countrymen for singing and spending time together.

— Ausra Anceraviciute
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PLB SeimoXlll-jo suvaziavimo apzvalga

aip jau daugelis tikriausiai Zinote, liepos 8, 9 ir 10 dienomis

Vilniuje vyko Pasaulio Lietuviy Bendruomenés (PLB)
SeimoXIII-jasis suvaziavimas. JAV Lietuviy Bendruomene
$iame Seime atstovavo 37 delegatai. Kadangi nei uz keliong, nei
uZ pragyvenimga suvaziavimo metu atstovams niekas jokiy 1ésy
neskyré, tad kandidaty j seima buvo ieSkoma i$ atostogauti
Lietuva JAV LB nariy. Apylinkiy pirmininkai galéjo kandidatuoti
visi, o visi kiti kandidatu tapo surinkes 10 palaikan¢iyjy Zmoniy
parasy (8i informacija buvo i$siysta visiems elektroniniu pastu).
Kadangi as$ ir taip ruosiausi vyktj i Lietuvg koncertuoti, tad
JAV LB Tarybos pirmininké Danguolé Navickiené jkalbino
kandidatuotis ir mane. Kai gavome rinkimy rezultatus, a§ buvau
iSrinktas 38-uoju, o reikéjo tik 37 atstovy. A$ pasilikau ,,atsargoje®
Tik prie$ pat mano skrydj suzinojau, kad vienas i§ JAV atstovy |
PLB Seimg pasimiré ir tada teko greitai pakeisti mano atostogy
Lietuvoje dienotvarke, dél ko a$ visi$kai nesigailiu, nes atstovauti
JAV Lietuviy Bendruomene Pasaulio Lietuviy Bendruomenés
Seime, manau yra didelis jvykis, kuris ne kiekvienam gyvenime
pasitaiko.

Lig $iol LB veikloje dalyvaudamas tik apylinkiy
bendruomeniy lygio veikloje, a$ tikrai nebuvau susidares tinkamo
vaizdo apie PLB veiklg. Tik dabar supratau, kokig didele reik§me
sujungiant visus po pasaulj i$sibarsc¢iusius lietuvius turi $i
organizacija. PLB turéjo labai didele jtaka neleidZiant pasauliui
uzmirsti Lietuvos sovietiniais okupacijos metais. Gana svarby
kultairinj bei politinj vaidmenj ji atlieka ir Siomis dienomis. Sitlau
kiekvienam apsilankyti PLB internetiniame puslapyje www.plbe.
org ir plac¢iau susipazinti su PLB veikla.

PLB SeimoXIII-jame suvaziavime buvo svarstomi jvairts
lietuviams uZzsienyje opis klausimai, pasisakyta visiems mums
aktualiomis temomis. Pirmg dieng vyko krasty LB delegacijy
pristatymas, o véliau Darbotvarkeés ir Reglamento pristatymas, bei
priémimas. Mus visus pasveikino naujoji Lietuvos Respublikos
prezidenté Dalia Grybauskaité, bei Uzsienio reikaly ministras
Vygaudas Usackas, abu uZtvirtindami, jog ir toliau bus skiriamas
didelis démesys uZsienyje ir Lietuvoje gyvenanciy lietuviy
suvienijimui ir bendradarbiavimo kléstojimui, bei sugrjzimui j
Lietuva salygy sudarymui. Mano nuomone, $iais klausimais dar
daug reikia dirbti. Ir pradéti reikia nuo vietiniy LB. Tik turédami
stiprius pirstus galime tapti dar stipresniu kumsciu.

Kaip ir kiekviena organizacija, taip ir PLB negali
egzistuoti be 1é3y. Sis klausimas ypa¢ dabar yra labai skaudus:
likviduotas Pasaulio Lietuviy Fondas ir paskirstytas jvairiomis

LWC 13th Convention Summary

s many of you probably know, the 13th convention of the

Lithuanian World Community (LWC) Seimas was held in
Vilnius on July 8, 9 and 10. 37 delegates represented the LAC.
Since no funds were appropriated for travel expenses or lodging,
Seimas candidates were sought among those LAC members
who were vacationing in Lithuania. All chapter presidents could
run while anyone else could become a candidate by collecting
ten signatures from people willing to endorse that person (this
information was emailed to everyone). Since I was planning to
go to Lithuania anyway to perform, the LAC Council president,
Danguolé Navickiené, talked me into being a candidate. When
we got the election results, I was elected 38th while only 37
representatives were needed. I was “in reserve.” Just before my
flight I found out that one of the Seimas representatives from the
LAC had passed away and I had to quickly revise my vacation
itinerary, for which I have no regrets whatsoever, because to
represent the LAC in the LWC Seimas is in my opinion a major
event, one that doesn’t occur in everyoness lifetime.

Until now, having participated only in regional community
affairs and events, I really didn’t have a clear picture of what LWC
activities were like. Only now do I understand what a major
purpose this organization serves in bringing together Lithuanians
scattered throughout the world. The LWC was a major influence
in not letting the world forget about Lithuania during the years
of Soviet occupation. It plays vital cultural and political roles
nowadays. I suggest that everyone visit the LWC website at www.
plbe.org and become more familiar with its work.

Several sore subjects pertaining to Lithuanians abroad
were put forward during the 13th LWC Seimas convention,
expressed as pressing issues. On the first day, delegations from
each country’s Lithuanian Community were introduced and
later, introductions and reception of the Agenda and Time Limit
keepers. Lithuania’s new President, Dalia Grybauskaité, greeted
us, as did the Minister of Foerign Affairs, Vygaudas Usackas,
both of whom confirmed that much attention would be given to
consolidating Lithuanians living both abroad and in Lithuania and
mutual cooperation as well as drafting conditions for returning to
Lithuania. All of these questions, in my opinion, still need a lot of
work. And we have to start with the local communities. Only by
having strong fingers can we become an even stronger fist.

Like every other organization, the LWC cannot exist without
funding. This question is very painful right now: the World
Lithuanian Fund has been dissolved and distributed to various




humanitarinéms, bei $vietimo ir kultaros
programoms. Taigi PLB finansiniai
reikalai - ne i$ geryjy. Kiekviena

LB gyvuoja pagal tai $aliai budingus
jstatymus, skirdama tam tikra dalj pinigy
i$ surinkto solidarumo mokescio Pasaulio
Lietuviy Bendruomenei. Mes, Colorado
lietuviai negalime pasigirti, jog $j labai
jau simbolinj mokestj susimoka visi
bendruomenés nariai. Cia reikia rimtai
pasitaisyti.

Kitas gana svarbus klausimas buvo
PLB zurnalo ,,Pasaulio Lietuvis“ likimas,
kuris $iuo metu yra leidziamas Punske
(www.punskas.pl/plietuvis). Paragin¢iau
$1 ménesinj leidinj uzsisakyti ir miisy bendruomenés nariams,
tuo pagelbstint Zurnalo likimui. Nebuvo pamirstos ir lietuviskos
mokyklos. Priimtas sprendimas i$leisti atnaujintg lietuviy
kalbos vadoveélj, kuris ir kalba ir temomis bty artimesnis
jaungjai kartai. Taip pat buvo sprendziami ir archyvy, susiety su
uzsienio lietuviy gyvenimu, likimas. Ir vél... viskas atsitrenkia
j 1é8y stoka. Na, aiSku, nebuvo pamirstas ir skaudus Lietuvos
pilietybés praradimo klausimas. Siuo klausimu nesulaikiau
rankos ir as. Manau, kad mano jsiki$imas buvo svarbus naujo
kreipimosi j dabartine Lietuvos valdzig formuluotés pataisymas.
Prezidenté Grybauskaité pazadéjo perziaréti $j klausima.
Daugiau apie priimtas rezoliucijas skaitykite www.plbe.org.

PLB truputj nerimauja dél Tautiniy Mazumy
Departamento panaikinimo. Visi prie seny ,keliy“ ir ,,takeliy“
buvo jau apsiprate. Dabar uZsienyje gyvenanéiy lietuviy reikalai
bus perduoti trims instancijoms: Uzsienio Reikaly Ministerijai,
Svietimo ir Mokslo Ministerijai ir Kultiiros Ministerijai.

Na ir pagaliau paskutine suvaziavimo dieng buvo i$rinkta
nauja Pasaulio Lietuviy Bendruomenés valdyba, Garbés teismas
ir Kontrolés komisija. Nors jauny veidy seime matésti tikrai
nemazai, taciau dideliy permainy naujai iSrinktoje valdyboje
nedaug.

Buvo malonu pagaliau asmeniskai susipazinti su masy
Kryzkeliy Apygardos pirmininke Kate Porterfield, su JAV
LB Valdybos pirmininku Vytu Maciiinu, su JAV LB Tarybos
pirmininke Danguole Navickiene ir su kitais JAV LB Taldybos
nariais, su kuriais jau seniai bendrauju elektroniniu pastu ir
telefonu. Naujajg JAV LB Tarybg mes pamatysime Denveryje
jau neuzilgo, kai visa Taryba susirinks pas mus rugséjo ménesj
metiniam suvaziavimui.

Tai tiek Ziniy. Sig apzvalga parasiau léktuve, grizinédamas
i§ Lietuvos atgal { Colorado. Iki greity susitikimy!

— Romas Zableckas

CO LB nariai yra kvieciami j banketa, kuris vyks
Denveryje, JAV LB Valdybos nariy ir jos sveciy garbei.
Banketas vyks rugséjo 26d.
|éjimas - $50 asmeniui. Daugiau informaciojos
galite gauti paskambine Romui tel. 970-310-3170

humanitarian as well as educational and cultural
programs. Toward that end, the LWC's financial
matters are not the best. Each Lithuanian
Community functions in accordance with

laws characteristic of that country, allotting a
certain amount of money from the solidarity fee
collected by the LWC. We Colorado Lithuanians
can't brag, as every LWC member pays this
symbolic fee and not all of us are doing so. This
needs to improve significantly.

Another very important question was
the survival of “Pasaulio Lietuvis,” the LWC’s
magazine which is currently published in
Punsk (www.punskas.pl/plietuvis). I would
encourage our community members to
subscribe to this monthly publication and ensure its continued
existence. Lithuanian schools weren't forgotten, either. An
updated Lithuanian language textbook was approved which
by language and themes would be well-suited for our modern
youth. Also discussed was the fate of archives relating to the
lives of Lithuanians abroad. And again..everything hits the lack-
of-funding wall. Obviously, the painful question concerning
loss of Lithuanian citizenship also came up. I didn't keep my
hand lowered on this question. I feel that my intervention was
an important step in a new means of appealing to the current
government. President Grybauskaité promised to review this
question. Read all about those approved resolutions at
www.plbe.org.

The LWC is a bit squeamish about the elimination of the
National Minority Department. Everyone had grown accustomed
to the old “roads” and “paths” Now matters regarding Lithuanians
living abroad will be handled by one of three ministries: the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Ministry of Education and Science
and the Ministry of Culture.

And finally on the last day of the convention, a new LWC
Board, Court of Honor and Control Commission were elected.
Although there were many young faces seen at the Seimas, there
were few radical changes in the newly elected Board.

It was a pleasure to finally meet Kay Porterfield, our
Crossroads regional president, our LAC Board president Vytautas
Macitinas and LAC Council president Danguolé Navickiené in
person as well as other LAC Council members with whom I had
been communicating via email and by telephone. We'll be seeing
the LAC Council in Denver very soon, when the entire Council
will meet in September for its annual symposium.

That's all for now. I wrote this on the plane en route from
Lithuania to Colorado. See you soon!

— Romas Zableckas

CO LAC members are invited to the banquet with the
Lithuanian-American Community’s Board of Directors and
guests in Denver on September 26.
Admission - $50 per person.

For more information contact Romas 970-310-3170.
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UZuojauta Condolences
Jenia (Zené) Steikiiniené miré liepos pradzioje sulaukusi 82 Jenia Steikanas died in early July at the age of 82. Our sincere
mety. Gilig uzuojauta reiskiame jos keturioms dukterims bei condolences go out to her four daughters and grandchildren.
anakams. William Leuschner, husband of Vitalija Simkeviciené, died on
Liepos 18 d. miré Vitalijos Simkevicienes vyras William July 18.1n her words, “Thanks to all my friends for their heartfelt
Leuschner. Savo 7odziais, ,Déekoju visiems biciuliams uz solace in my most difficult hour seeing my husband, William
nuosirdziausig sunkig valanda palydint j paskutine kelione mano Leuschner, off on his final journey!
vyra William Leuschner!”
o Ruta dancers

Rutos SOkelal The Rata dancers will resume practice at the end of August.
Ratos Sokéjai pradés repetuoti rugpjicio gale. Besidomintys yra Anyone who is interested is asked to contact Laima Jarasius
prasomi kreiptis pas Laima Jarasiene (303-439-2089) arba Rima (303-439-2089) or Rimas Bulota (303-770-6687).
Bulota (303-770-6687).

2009 Kalendorius 2009 Calendar

Alaus Balius + — pas Kalédus Beer Tasting « Juozas Kaleda residence
Rugséjo 5 - 3p.p. 2200 Garland St,, Lakewood, CO 80215 September 5 - 3p.m. 2200 Garland St Lakewood, CO 80215
kaleda@comcast.net - 303-356-2056 Bring your favorite Lithuanian beer and a dish to share

Rugséjo 26 Europos Festivalis 2009 - www.eurofestival.org | September 26 European Festival 2009 « www.eurofestival.org

Rugséjo 25-27 JAV LB suvaziavimas Denveryje September 25-27 LAC symposium in Denver

Spalio 24 Krupniko Pamoka October 24 Krupnikas Lesson

Gruodzio 12 Kalédinis Balius December 12 Christmas Social
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